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S Brtem WHITE was one of the bef 
drivers of a Poft-chaile on the Bath 
Road.—T om was the fon of an honeftt la- 
bourer a at a little village in Wiltfhire: he 
2§ an active induftrious boy, andas foon 
as he was big enough he lett his father, 
who was a ag with a numerous fa- 
mily, and went to live with Farmer 
Hodges, a fober worthy man in the {sme 
village. He drove the waggon all the 
weex; and on Sundays though he was 
now grown up, the farmer required him 
to attend the Sunday School, carried on 
uuder the infpe =e on lisa Stiepherd, the 
worthy Vicar, and always made him read 
his Bible, in Vis evening after he iad fer 
ved his beafts, and would have tur ned 
him out of his fervice ifhe ad c ever Bene 
to the ale-houfe for hts own pleafures? 
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Tom by carrying fome waggon.-loads 
of faggots to the Bear-inn at “Devizes, 
joon made many acquaintances in the Ita- 
be-yard. He compared his own Carter's 
frock, and fhoes thick fet with nails, with 
the {mart red jackets and tight boots of 
the Poft-boys, and grew afha amed of his 
own homely dreis; he was refolved to 
drive a chaife, to get money, and to fee 
the world. Foolifh fellow! he never con. 
idered, that, thouga itis true, a waggon- 
er works hard all day, yet he gets a quiet 
evening, and un difurbed ref at night. 
However there muft be chaife-boys as well 
as piough-boys, there was no great harm 
in the change. ‘The evil company to 
which it expofed him, was the chief mil- 
chief. -He left farmer Hodges though not 
without forrow at quitting fo kind a maf- 
ter, and got ey f hired at the 
Bear. 


Notwithflanding the temptations to 
which ke was now expofed, ‘Tom’s geod 
equegtion ftood by him forfome time. 
At firft he was frightened tohear the oaths 
ang wicked wor ds which ar€t too often ut- 
tered ina flable-yard. However 


he-thought it wrong, he-had-s the cou- 
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rage to reprove it, and the next ftep toffdri 
being eaiy at feeing others fin, is to finf{pro 
ourfelves. By degrees he began to think 

it manly, and a mark of fpirit in othersm ¢ 
to fwear; though the force of good habits vet 
vas fo ftrong, t that at firft when he fworeff cor 
it was with fear and in a low voice. But—Rdra 
he was foon laughed out of his fheepith.§ bee 
neis, as they called it; and though he ne. day 
ver became fo pacer tie “as blafphemousff fel 
as fome of his pose ease for he never to | 
{wore in cool b a d or in mirth as fo ma lo 
- do, x et he would too often ule a dread.§f the 



















ny 
| ful bad word when he was in a pafhonffa g 
with his hories. And here | cannot but§{ tru 


| drop a hint on the great folly as well asf vel 
| ‘wickednefs of being in a great rage with Sut 
: poor beafis, who not having the gift off the 
| reafon, cannot be moved like human creaff to 

tures, with all the wicked words that are anc 
faid to th 2em3; but who, unhappily, hag to | 
ving the gift of feeling, fuffer as much agf the 
human creatures can do, at the cruel andj we 
unneceflary beatings given them. Hg gor 
had been bred up to think that drunken he 






| nefs was a great | , for he never faw far 
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f = =86mer Hodges drunk in his life, and wher 
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drink, or if they do, the mafter can re- 
prove them with the better grace. 


Tom was not naturally fond of drink, 
vet. for the fake of being thought merry 
company, and a hearty fellow. he often 
drank more than he- ought. As he had 
been ufed to go te church twice on a Sun- 
day while he lived with the farmer, who 
feldom ufed his horfes on that day except 
to carry his wife to church behind him, 
‘Tom felt a little uneafy when he was fent 
the very firft Sunday a 4 Totey journey with 
a great family; for I cannot conceal the 
truth that too many g gentle folks w ill tra- 
vel when there is no neceffity for it ona 
Sunday, and when Monday would anfwer 
the end juft as well. This is a great grief 
to all good and fober people, both rich 
and poor. However he kept his thoughts 
to himfelf, though he could not now ‘and 
then help thinking how quietly things 
were going on at the farmer’s, whoie wag- 


goner on afunday led as eafy a life as if 


he had been a gentleman. But he foon 
loft all thoughts of this kind, and did not 
know a lone from a Monday. ‘Tom 


went on profperoufly, as it is called, for..g | ip) 
three or four years, got plenty of mo) Ne loft | iy 

















































but faved not a Shilling. As foon as his 
horles were once in the liable, whoever 
would might fee them fed for Tom.—He 
had other fifh to fry.—F ives, cards, cudg- 
el-playing, laying wagers, and keeping 
loofe company, each of which he at firf 
difliked, and then practifed, ran away 
with all his money, and all his ipare (ime; 

and though he was generally in the way 
as {oon as the horfes were ready, (becaufe 
if there was no driving there was no pay,) 
yet he did not care whether the carriage 
, was clean or the hories looked well, if the 
| harnefs was whole, or the horfes were 
fhod. The certainty that the eains of to- 
morrow would make up for the extrava- 
| gance of to-day, made him quite thought- 
, lels and happy, for he was young, active, 
| and healthy, and never forefaw that a 
rainy day might come, when he would 
want what he now fquandered. 





One day being a little fluftered with 
liquor as he was driving his return chaife 
through Brentierd, he jaw juli before him 
another empty carriage, driven by one 
of lis acquaintance ; he whipped his hor- 
fes, refolving to ousiirsp the other, and 
rearingudreadfully that he would be 
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the Red Lion Sili-2foe a 


pint—done, §& 
cried the other—a wager.—Hoih cutand §§ 
{purred the poor beafts with the ufual fu- : 
ry, as if their credit had been really at (9% 
ftake, or their lives had depended on this ie 
foollifh conteft. ‘[om’s chaife had now (f% 
got upto that of hisrival, andthey drove § 
along-fide of each other with great fury ‘§— 
aud many imprecations. But inanar- § 
row part, Tom’s chaife beinginthe mid- § 
dle, with his antagonift on one fide, and 
a cart driving againft -him on the other, 
the horfes reared, the carriages got entan- 
gled, T’om roared out a great oath to the 
other to ftop, which he either could not, 
or would not do, but. returned a horrid 
imprecation that he would win the wa- 
ger if he was alive. ‘Tom’s horfes took 
fright and he was thrown to the ground 
with great violence. As foon as he could 
be got from under the wheels, he was ta- 
ken up fenfeleis; his lex was broke in 
two places, and his body much bruifed. 
Some people whom the sinile had brought |e 
together, put him into the poft-chaife, in i 
which the waggoner kindly affifted, but | 
the other driver feemed carelefs and in-} Hi y 
different, and drove off, obfervine with. 


ponths 


— 
2 






a - = <= “ 
ee ee Cea ‘ aren 
na te ROSA aE feaereerati a aie a ; —_ . _ 

i = A Rath ent ee andien Ea : . . ae 

. ins ie Ss oe ee ae ae ees 7 Alig Ca pe a 
al = <n i , Siete. caapien J te - . ae ey, gt ea Plt ee ee 
= . RENO aay xa 7 ee Be i ge Agri ge Pe 
— LS = =. eae En nee ee p.8 ; de 














Fins EY - 


Re PS SL ee SL OR errs. 














» could not, his mind was 


f that God would not forgive 
i fays 

q Laowledge. and a fober education, and 
bcood examples 


my pint; I fhould have beat him hollow, 
had it not been for this /ittle accident.” 
Some centlemen who came out of the Inn, 
after reprimanding this lavage, inquired 
who he was, wrote to inform his maiter, 
and got him dilcharged: refoiving, that 
neither they nor any of their friends 
would iploy him, 
out of plac 
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‘Tom was taken te one of thofe excel- 


lent hofpitals with which London 
abounds. fis agonies were dreadful, 
his ler was fet, anda A igh fever came on. 


As foon as he was let Lane to reflect on 
his condition, his frit thought was that 
he fhould die, and hi horror vas incon- 
ceivable as!” faid he “ what will 
become of my poor foul? I am cut off in 
the véry commiutlon of three creat fins: 
—I[ was drunk, I was ina horrible path- 
and I had oaths and blafphemies in 
mouth.’—-He tried to pray, but he 
all diftraétion, 
and he thought he was fo very wicked 
him: becaule, 
“ T have finned arainit light em 
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my 


he, 


and i delerve nothing 





and he was long 
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but punifhment.”—At length he grew 
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10 light-headed. and there was little hopes 
a of his life. Whenever he came to his 


eq fp fenfes for a few minutes, he cried out, 
er, O!. that my old companions could now | #@ 
rat fp lee me, furely they would take warning § 
ds B by my fad fate, and repent before itis too 


, >? 
ng late.”’: 

By the bleffing of God on the fkill of 
1. — the furgeon, and the care of the nurfes he 
a however grew better in afew days. And 
il, — here let me flop to remark, what a mer- 
“4 cy it is that we live in a chriftian coun- 
7m try, where the poor, when fick, or lame, 
at or wounded, are taxen as much care of 
“ as any gentry: nay in fome Teflpects 


iy more, becaule i in hofpitals and infirmaries 
there are more doétors and. furgeons to 






¥ attend , than moft private eentlefolks 
a can afford to have at their own houfes 
= whereas there never was an hospital i» the 
wi whole heathen world. SBlefled be God for 
‘ this, among the thoufand other ex oe 
d fruits of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION! | 
d It was eight weeks before Tom conld i, 
q be taken out of bed. This was a happy | 
afli@tion ; for this long fieknefs and lott Bs 





tude gave him time to reflect on his paft 
life. Ee began ferioufly to hate thofe 
darling fins which had brought him to the 
brink of ruins He could now pray hear- 
tily: he confefled and lamented his ini- 
quities with many tears, and began to 
hope that the mercies of God, through 
the merits of a Redeemer, might yet be 
extended to him on his fincere repen- 
tance. He refolved never more to return 
to the fame evil courfes, but he did not 
truft in his own ftrength, but prayed that 
God would give him Brace for the future, 
as well as “pardon f for the palt. He re- 
} membered, and he was humbled at the 
» thought that he ufed to have fhort fits of 
repentance, and to form refolutions of 
/ amendment, in his wild and thoughtlefs 
; days, and often when he had a bad head- 
ach after a drinking bout, or had loft his 
; money at all fours, he vowed "never to 
drink or play again. but as foon as his 
) head was well, and his pocket recruited, 
)@he forgot all his relolutions. And how 
t fhould it be otherwife? for he trufted in 
his own firength, he never prayed to God 
to firenethen him, nor ever avohded the 
next temptation. 
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The cafe was now different. ‘Tom be- 
gan to find that bis strength was perfect 
weakness, and that he could do nothing 
without the Divine afliftance, for which 
he prayed heartily and conftantly. He 
fent home for his Bible and Prayer-book, 
which he had not opened for two years, 
and which had been given him when he 
left the Sunday School. He fpent the 
chief part of his time in reading them 
and thus derived great comfort, as well 
as great knowledge. The ftudy of the 
bible filled his heart with gratitude to 
God who had not cut him off in the midft 
of his fins, but given him {pace for re-, 
pentance ; and the agonies he had Tately 
fuffered with his broken leg increafed his 
chankfulnefs, that he had efcaped the 
more dreadful pain of eternal mifery. 
And here let me remark what encourage- (ff 
ment this is for rich people to give away fy 
Bibles and good books, and not lofe all fe 
hope though for a time they fee little or |i} 
zo good effec from it. According to all | : \h 
appearance, ‘l’om’s were never likely to Him 
dio him any good, and yet his generous 
benefactor who had caft his bread upon ii 
the waters, found it after many days, for}gg } 
“his bible which had lain untouched roll : 
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reformation. 
good time. 


As foon as he got well, and was dif- 
charged from the hofpital, 


At firft he had fome {cruples about going 
back to his old employ: but fays he, fen. 

fibly enough, gentle folks mutt travel, 
travellers mult have chailes, and chaifes 
muft have drivers; ’tis a very honeft call- 
ing, and I don’t know that goodnefs be- 
longs to one fort of bufinefs more than 
another; and he who can be good ina 
fiate cr great temptation, provided the 
cailing be lawful, and the temptations 
are not of his own feeking, and he be di- 
ligent in prayer, may be better than ano- 
ther man for aught I know: and all tha 

belongs to us is to do our duty in that state 


of life in which it shall please God to call 


lan 


sus. Tom had rubbed up his catechifm 
; at the 


hoipital and ’tis a pity that people 
don’t look at their RY Fs gy. 
grown up; for it is fella 


sood for men Ad women as it is for iL. 


R Gren: nay bashes. for though the anfwers 


ntgined if it are mtended for children 








years, was at laft made the means of his 
God will workin his own 





‘Tom began to 
think he muft return to get his bread, 
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lo repeat, yet the duties enjoined in it 
are intended for men and women to put 
in practice. ‘ 

Tom now felt grieved that he was obli- 
ged to drive on Sundays. But people 
who are inearnelt, and havetheir hearts 
in a thing can find helpsinall cafes. As 
foon as he had fet down his company at 
their flage, and had feen his horfes fed, 
fays Tom, “ A man who takes care of 
his horfes will generally think it right to 
let them reft an hour or two at leat. In 
-.every town it is a chance but there may 
be achurch open during part of that time. 
If the prayers fhould be over, Pll try hard 
for the fermon; andif I dare not ftay to 
the Sermon, it is a chance but I may 
catch the p: be ers; it is worth trying for, 
however; and as I uled to make nothing 
of making a puih, for the fake of getting 
an hour to gamble, I need not grudge to 


take a litile pains extraordinary to ferve iH) 


God. By this watchfulnefs he foon got a 


to know the hours of fervice at all the 38) 
towns on the road he travelled, and- while } \) y 


the horfes fed, Tom wentto church; and 


yt became a favourite proverb with him } 


L.7 









that prayers and provender hinder no man’s 
journey. 


P cat 
h bea 

























At firft his companions wanted to 
laugh and make {port of this—but when 


they faw that no lad on the road was up FH To 
fo early or worked fo hardas Tom: when § go. 
they faw no chaife fo neat, no glafles fo f§ he 
bright, no harnefs fo tight, no driver fo #§ he 
diligent, fo clean, or-fo civil, they found f th 
he was no fubjec&t to make {port at. Tom § fa 
indeed was very careful in looking after JB /7 
the linch-pins, in never giving his horfes B is 
too much water when they were hot ; nor, JB m 
| whatever was his hafte, would he ever ni 
* gallop them up hill, firike them acrofs J a 
, the head, or when tired, cut and flafh & th 
'. them in drivine on the ftones, as foon as BH a 
| he got into atown, as fome foolifh fellows J o: 
/ do. What helped to cure Tom of thefe 
{ bad practices, was that remark he met 
within the Bible, that @ 200d man is mer- ul 
y, etful to bis beast. He was much moved §& |. 
¢| on reading the Prophet Jonah, to obferve b 
what com paffion rte great God of heaven @ d 
and earth had for poor beails: for one of & h 
the reafons there given, why the Almighty JJ a 
was unwilling to deftr oy the great city of ff t 
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j cattle init. Afterthis Tom never could 
) bear to fee a wanton {troke inflicted. 


Tom foon grew rich for onefn his fta- J 
tion, for every gentleman onthe road | 
would be driven by no other lad if careful 
Tom was tobe had. Being diligent, he 

§ got a great deal of nioney; being frugal, 

i he spent but little; and having no vices, 
he wasted none. He foon found out that 
there was fome meaning in that text which 
fays, that Godliness hath the promise if the 
life that now is, as well as of that which 
is to come: for the fame principles which 
make a man fober and honeft, have alfo a 
natural tendency to make him healthy 
and rich; while a drunkard anda {pend- - 
thrift can hardly efcape being fick, and § 
abeggar in thé end. Vice isthe parent § 
of mifery here as well as hereafter. 


After a few years Tom begged a holi- 
day, and made a vifit to his native vil- [J 
lage; his good character had got thither - |i) 
before him. He found his father was § 
dead, but during his long~ilnefs ‘Tom 
had fupplied him with money, and by 
allowing him a trifle every week, had had 
the honeft fatisfaction of keeping him 






































from the parifh. Farmer Hodges was ftill 
living, but being grown old and infirm, 
he was defirous to retire from bufinels. 
He retained a great regard for his old fer- 
vant, Tom; and finding he was worth 






money, and knowing he knew fomething ] 


of country bufinefs, he offered to let 
him have a {mall farm at an ealy rate, and 
promifed his affiftance in the management 
for the firft year, with the loan ofa {mall 
fum of money, that he might fet out with 
a pretty flock. ‘Tom thanked him with 
tears in his eyes, went back and took a 
handfome leave of his mafter, who made 
him a prelent of a horfe and cart, in ac- 
knowledgement of his long and faithful 
fervices; for, fays he, * Ihave faved 
many horfes by Tom’s care and attenti- 
on, and I could well afford to do the fame 
by every fervant who did the fame by me; 
and fhould be a richer man at the end of 
every year by the fame generofity, provi- 
ded I could meet with juft and faithful 
jervants who delerved the fame rewards.” 


‘Tom was foon fettled in his new farm, 
and in lefs than a year had got every thing 


Bi neat and decent about him. Farmer 


A Hodges’s long experience and friendly 
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advice, joined to his own induftry and 
hard labour, foon brought the farm to 
great perfection. ‘The regularity, fobrie- 
ty, peaceablenefs, and piety of his daily 
life, his conftant attendance at Church 
twice every funday, and his decent and 
devout behaviour when there, foon re- 
commended him to the notice of Dr. Shep- 
herd who was ftill living, a pattern of 
zeal, activity, and benevolence to all pa- 
rifh priefts. ‘The Dr. foon began to hold 
up Tom, or as we mult now more proper- 
ly term him, Mr. Thomas White, to the 
imitation of the whole parifh, and the fre- 
quent, and condefcending converfation 
of this worthy clergyman, contributed 
no lefs than his preaching to the improve- 
ment of-his new parifhioner. 


17) 























































Farmer White foon found out that a Jy 
dairy could not well be carried on without “Fy 
a miftrefs, and began to think ferioufly of fy 
marrying; he prayed to God to dire&t him |)/%} 
in fo important a bufinefs. He knew that |) 
a tawdry, vain, drefly girl, was not like- 
ly to make good cheefe and butter, and |) @) 
that a worldly and ungodly woman would i) 87 
make a fad wife and miftrefs of a family. }) a) 
He foon heard of a young woman of ex- 4) 8} 
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( 18 ) 
cellent character, who had been bred up 
by the vicar’s lady, and {till lived in the 
family as upper maid. She was prudent, 
fober, induftrious and religious. Her 
neat, modeft, and plain appearance at 
church, (for fhe was feldom feen any 
where elfe out of her mafter’s family,) 
was an example to all perfons in her {fta- 
tion, and never failed to recommend her 
to firangers, even before they had an op- 
portunity of knowing the goodnels of her 
character. It was her character, howe- 
ver, which recommended her to farmer 
White. He knew that favour is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain, but a woman that 
feareth the Lord, ske shall be praised: 
* aye, rosa not only praifed, but chofen 

s farmer White, as he took down 
his hat from o ie nail on which it hung, 
in order to go and wait on Dr. Shepherd, 
to break his mind and afk his content; for 
he theught . would be a very unhandfome 
return for all the favours he was receiving 
from his Minifler, to decoy away his faith- 





/. ful fervant from her place without his 
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agreeably furprifed to hear “fhe had faved 








( 19 ) 
family, did not fcruple a‘moment about 


parting with her, when he tound it would 
be fo greatly to her advantage. ‘om was 








fifty pounds by her frugality. The Dr. 
mattied them himfelf, farmer Hodges 
being prefent. 









In the afternoon Dr. Shepherd conde- 
{fcended to call on farmer and Mrs. 
White, to give a few words of advice on 
the new duties they had entered into; a 
common cuftom with him on thole occa. Fy 
fions. He often took an opportunity to.f% 
drop, in the moft kind and tender way, #4! 
a hint on the great indecency of making | 
marriages, chriitenings, and above all } 
funerals, days of riot and excels, as is toa! 
often the cafe in country villages. | The, 
expectation that the vicar might poflibly & 
drop in, in his wadks, on thefs feftivities,,} 
foinetimes reitrained excellive drinking Jf 

and improper coriverfation, even among//{] 
thoie farmers who were not reftrained by | bh 
higher motives, as farmer and Mrsay§ 


White were. 
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What the Dr. faid was always im fucl - 
a cheertul, good-humeured way, that i a if 
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was fure to increafe the pleafure of that 
(lay, inftead of damping it. Well, far- 
mer, faid he, and you my faithful Sarah, 
any other friend might recommend peace 
and agreement to you on your marriage ; 
but I on the contrary recommend cares 
and iftrifes.* The company ftared—but 

’ Sarah, who knew that her old mafter was 
ha facetious gentleman, and always had 

ome good meaning behind, looked feri- 

ous, “ Cares and fitrifes, Sir, faid the 
‘farmer, what do you mean? I mean faid 
he, for the firft, that your cares fhall be 
| who fhall pleafe God moft, and your 
). ftrifes, who fhall ferve him beft, and do 
your duty moft faithfully. Thus, all 
your cares and ftrifes being employed to 
_the higheft purpofes, all petty cares and 
worldly ftrifes fhall be at an end. 





+ 













> fallin a 
i a 


. —— 
és hae > ma 










|“ Always remember both of you, that 
~\you * have {till a better friend than each 
other. ”The company ftared again, and 
} thought no woman could have fo good a 
biifriend as her hufband. ‘ As you have 
} chofen each other from the beft motives, 
- continued the Doctor, you have every rea- 
 fonabie ground to hope for happineds ; 
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*See Dedd’s Savings. 
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but as this world is a foil, in which trou- ’ 























ar- Te 
ah, bles and misfortunes will {pring up; trou- ii 
ice bles from which you cannot fave one ano- ; 
i ; ther: then remember, “ ’tis the beft wif. 
res dom to go to that friend who is always Ht 
ut near, always willing, and always able to ie 
as help you, and that friend is Gop.” ih 
ri- Sir, faid Farmer White, I humbly }@ 
he thank you for all your kind inftructions, RF 
id of which I fhall now ftand more in need Ba 
de than ever, as [ fhall have more duties to} i 
ir fulfil, I hope the remembrance of my if 
lo paft offences will keep me humble, and | bi 
I the fenfe of my remaining fim will keep 
‘0 me watchful. I fet out inthe world, Sir, @ 
d with what is called a good natural dpo- a 
fition, but I foon found to my coft thatg 
without Gon’s grace that will carry a, 
it man but a littl way. A- good tem peril 
h is a good thing, but nothing but the fear 
1 of Gop can enable one to bear up ag gainf) 


temptation, evil company, and ev il pafhi: | i; 
ons. The misfortune of breaking my leg)§ 
as I then thought it, has proved the great} i 
eft blefling of my life. It fhewed me myi® 
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own weaknefs, Sir, the value of the Bu 
ble, and the goodnefs of Gop. How Hh 


i# 


many of my brother drivers have I fees 
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' fince that time, cut off in the prime of 
life by drinking, or by fome fudden acci- 
; dent, while I have not only been {pared, 
| but bleffed and profpered. O Sir! it 
. would be the joy of my heart, if fome of 
-my old comrades, good. natured, civil 
‘fellows, (whom I can’t help loving) could 
r 

'Ifee as Ihave done, the danger of evil 
jcourfes before it is too late. Though 
they may not hearkén to you, Sir, or any 
other Minister, they may believe me, 
becaufe I have been one of them: and 
| Ican fpeak from experience, of the great 
| difference there is, even as to worldly com- 
, fort, between alife of fobriety and a life of 
fin. I could tell them, Sir, not as athing I 
. have read in a book, but asa truth I feel in 
jmy own heart, that to fear Gop and keep 
his commandments, will not only “ bring 
aman peace at the laft,’ but will make 
| him happy zow. And I will venture to fay, 
| Sir, that all the ftocks, pillories, prifons, 
and gvibbets in the land, though fo very 
: ‘needful to keep bad men in order, yet 
{ will never refirain a good man from com- 
-mitting evil, half fo much as that fingle 
pext, * how fhall I do this great wicked- 
A Thefs 2 and fin againft God?” Dr. Shepherd 
Per eicguded to approve of what the 
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Farmer had faid, kindly fhook him by — 
the hand, and took leave. 


Ne ee 
>* =F we - 


Thomas White had always been fonda 
of finging, but he had for many years Mt 
de {pifed that vile trath which is too 
often fung ima ftable-yard. One Sun- 
day evening he heard his miftrefs at the } 
Bear read fome fine verfes out of a fine | 
book called the Spectator. He was fo } 
{truck with the picture it contains of the |) 
great mercies of God, of which he had }¥% 
himfelf partaken fo largely, that he took 7? 
the liberty to afk her for thefe verfes, #3 
and fhe being a very good-natured wo«f 
man, made her daughter write out for 
the poftilion the following. 
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HYMN ox DIVINE PROVIDENCE-( 


WHEN all thy mercies, O my ial 
My rifing foul furveys, 

Tran{ported with the view, I’m loft 
In wonder, love, and praife. 


O how fhall words with equal warmth 
The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my ravith’d heart ? 


rt tha, ran 7? rear] 3+ thare 
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|. Thy Provipence my life fuftain’d, An 
1) And all my wants redreit, ] 
| When in the filent womb f lay, 
. And hung upon the breatt. TE 
To all my weak complaints and cries, Ar 
| Thy mercy lent an ear, 
}') Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learnt 
To form themfelves in prayer. Te 
Unnumber’d comforts to my fout Ni 


» Thy tender care beftow’d, 
” Before my infant heart conceiv’d 
From whom thofe comforts flow’d. 


, . When in the flipp’ry path of Your 
With heedlefs fleps I ran, 
"Thine arm, unfeen, convey’d me fafe, 











And led me up to Man. V 
Th -o’ hidden dan gets, toils, and deaths, N 
s” i gently clear’d my way, 
AM 
Bi) And thro’ the pleating Rites of vice, 
mid 
a{) More to be pate dd than they. ‘7 
. When worn with Didkinet. oft haft Tou } 
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With health renew’d my face ; 
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And when in fins and forrow funk, 
Reviv’d my foul with grace. 









Tuy bounteous hand, with worldly bhifs, 
Has made my cup.run-o’er ; 

And in a kind and faithful friend, 

Has doubled all my {tore. 






Ten thoufand thoufand precious gifts, 
My daily thanks employ, 

Nor is the leait a thankful heart 

That taftes thofe gifts with joy. 







Thro’ ev’ry period of my life 
Thy goodnefs Pl] purfue, 
And aiter death, in diftant worlds, 
The glorious theme renew. 







When nature fails, and day and night. 
Divide thy works no more, 

My ever grateful heart, O Lorn! 

Thy merey fhall-adore. 











Thro’ all Erernitry.to Thee 
A jovtul fone Vl raife, 
For O ETER NITY’s too fhort. 
To utter all I ‘hy Praife. 
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Tom White, as we have fhewn in the 







‘i , fore part of this hiltory, from an idle poft- 


| boy was become a ‘refpectable farmer. 
Gop had blelled his induftry, and he had 
\ profpered in the world. He was fober 
‘and temperate, and, as was the natural 
confequence, he was active and healthy. 


+ He was induftrious and frugal, and be- 


came profperous in his circumftances. 
This is in the ordinary courfe of Provi- 
dence. but it is net acertain and necef- 


_fary rule. Gop maketh bis sun to shine 


on the just and the unjust. A man who 
ufes every honeft means of thrift and in- 
duitry, will, in moft cafes, find fuccefs 


* attend his labours. But ftiil the race is 


not always to the swift, nor the battle to 


‘the stroig. Gop is fometimes pleafed 


for wife ends, to dilappoint ail the world- 
ly hopes of the moft upright man. His 
corn may be {mitten by a blight. His 
barns may be confumed by fire. His cat- 
tle may be carried off by | And 
to thefe and other misfortunes, he is as 
liable as the fpendthrift or the knave. 
Succels is the common reward of induftry, 
but if it were its constant reward, the in- 


f; duftrious would be tempted to look no 
a) further than the prefent ftate. They 
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faith. It would fet afide the Scripture 


{cheme. ‘This world would be looked on 
as a itate of reward, inftead of a ftate of 
trial, and we fhould forget to look toa 
day of final retribution. 


Farmer /V/ite never took it 
head, that becaufe he paid his debts, work- 
ed early and late, and ate the bread of 
carefulnefs, he was therefore to come in- 


to no misfortune like other folk, but was H 


to be tree from the common trials and. 
troubles of life. He knew that profperi- 
ty was far from being afure mark of Gon’s 
favour, and had read in geod books, and 
ef{pecially in the bible, of the ~— pover- 
ty and ‘afliGtions of the beft of men. 

"Fhough he was no great fcholar, he had 
fenfe enough to obferve, that a time of 
public profperity was not always a time 
of public virtue; and he thought. that 
what was true of a whole nation might be 
true of one man. Sothe more he prol- 


would lofe one {trong ground of their * 


into his: | 









ade tg HH pes 7 
ee eS 









eee aes 


Re = Spa ge Raga Y 
oes 
* a 
= %, hs ee rt or 5 
Ss . 


a 


ae ee? ed 












id 







aye ee 


= — os - 





or 
2 





Pe 





See 


; = : a 
ee age te tee Ct ag nd, a re ae = “. Pr 12% = 
s= =~ = ee — aie = Tie - 7 as 
: : ‘ ~S aS Ea aes * 
eae i" * ~~ Cah ial ee Ra Bak 1 
- : - i xo — _ is ae ae ' 
ya ——— 2 A pes ores ne Speirs 





~ += =n 
Tosti tes Sean 
SS m 
— 
a. ae 
- 2 re a 









OS eee er pre 
Le cgi ee 





pered the more he prayed that profperity 1% 


= not corrupe his heart. 


And when ¥@ 






1e faw lately figns of public diftrefs com- [3% 


rl on, 


> Al r iG 7 P A « H , 
ed as fome cthers were, bec 








he was not. half fo much frighten-. |% 
2ufehe thought ag 
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\/ it might do us good in the long run; and 
|) he. was in hopes that a little poverty 
|. might bring on a little penitence. The 
great grace he laboured after was that of 
*. a cheerful fubmiffion. He ufed to fay, 
e , that if the Lord’s Prayer had only con. 
) tained thofe four little words THY WILL 
BE DONE, it would be worth more than 
| the biggeft book in the world. without 
(them. — Fee | 


r©6Dr. Shepherd the worthy vicar, (with 
i waiorh the farmer’s wife had formerly l- 


ved as houlekeeper) was very fond of ta- 
king a walk with him about his grounds, 

and he uledto fay, that he learnt as much 
from the farmer as the farmer did from 
him. If the Dottar happened to obferve, 
Iam atraid the long rains will fpoil this 
fine piece of oats, the farmer would an- 
,* fwer, “ but then, fir, think how good it 
fis for the grafs.” If the Door feared 
the wheat would be but indifferent, the 
farmer was fure the rye would turn out 
well. When grafs failed, he did not 
doubt but turnips would be plenty. Even 
for floods and inundations he would find 
out fome way to juftify Providence. “?Tis 


i better,’ faid he, “to have our !ands a 
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little overflowed, than that the iprings 
fhould be dried up, and our cattle faint 
for lack of water.”? When the drought 
came, 
would be healthy ; and high winds, which 
frightened others, he faid ferved to clear 
the air. Whoever, or whatever was 
wrong, he was always fure that Provi- 
DENCE wasin the right. And he uled 
to fay, that a man with ever fo fmall an 
income if he had but frugality and tem- 
perance, and caft of all vain defires, 
was richer than a lord who was tormented 
by vanity and covetoufnefs. When he 
faw others in the wrong, he did not how- 
ever abufe them for it, but took care to 
avoid the fame fault. He had femfe and 
{fpirit enough to break through many old 
but very ee cuftoms of his ‘neighbours. 
‘if athing is wrong in itfelf.” ‘(faid he 
one day to farmer Hodges) “ a whole 
parifh doing it can’t make it right. And 
as to it’s being an old cuftom, why if it 
e a good one I like it the better for being 
old, becaufe it has had the ftamp of ages, 
and the fanction of experience on it’s 
worth. But if it be old as well-as bad, 
that is another reafon for my trying to 
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he thanked Gop that the feafon . 
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put an end to it, that we may not miflead br 
Hi) our children as our fathers have mifled fH no 
i) |6ous.”? fy 
; da 
4 The ROOF-RAIS ING. th 
u iif Wi 
Ai SOME years after he was fettled, he BR fa 
+ | built a large new barn. AIl the work. B I 
| men were looking forward to the ufual & al 
holiday of roof-raifing. On this occafion & tt 
| it was a cuftom to give a dinner to the B y 
' workmen, with fo much liquor after it B a: 
,. that they got fo drunk, that they not on- n 
|. Fy loft the remaining half days work, but & tl 
| they were not always able to work the —& 17 
| li 
sd ‘ 
ss. White provided a plentiful din- & | 
jj ner for roof-raifing, and gave each man 
', his mug of beer. After a hearty meal 
| they began to grow clamourous for more §& c 


Ri drink. The farmer faid, “My lads, | 
don’t grudge you afew gallons of ale 
merely for the fake of faving my liquor, 
though that is fome confideration; but | 
never. will, knowingly, help any man to 
make a bealt of himfelf. J am refolved to 


| break through a bad cuftom. You ape 
now well refrefhed. If you will go chear- 
fully to your werk, you will have halta 
day’s pay to take on Saturday night more 
than you would if this afternoon were 
wafted in drunkennefs. For this your 
families will be the better: whereas, were 
Ito give you more liquor when you have 
already had enough, I fhould help to rob 
them of their bread. But I wifh to thew 
you, that [have your good at heart full 
as much as my own proht. If you will 
now go to work, I will give you all ano- 
ther mug at night when you leave off. 
Thus your time will be faved, your fami- 
lies helped, and my ale will not go to 4% 
make reafonable creatures worfey tham ha 
brute beafts.” | 


Here he ftepped. “ You are inthe right 
on’t, Matter,’ faid Tom the thatcher ; 
“ You are a hearty man, Farmer,’ faid 
John Planethe carpenter. ‘“ Come along 
boys, » faid Tim Brick the mafon; fo 
they all went merrily to work, fortified ! 
with agood dinner. There was only one | 
drunken furly fellow who refufed, that jg 
was Dick Guzzle the Smith. Dick ne- }% 


; : ! By y 
>y works above two or three days in the 4 
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week, and fpends the others at the Red 
Lion. He fwore that if the farmer did 
not let him have as much liquor as he h- 
ked at Roof-Raifing, he would not ftrik 
another ftroke, but he would leave the 
job unfinifhed, and he might get hands 
where he could. Farmer White took him 
at his word, and paid him off dire€tly: 
glad enough to get rid of fuch a fot, — 
he had only employ ed from pity to a lars 
and almoft flarving family. When the 
men came for their mug in the evening, 
the farmer brought out the remains of the 
cold gammon: they made a hearty fup- 
per, and thanked him for having broke 
through a foolifh cuftom, which was af- 


4 terwards much left off in that parith, 


though Dick would not come into it and 
loft moft of his work. 


Farmer White’s labourers were often 
complaining, that things were fo dear 


| that they could not buy a bit of meat. 
| He knew it was partly true, but not en- 
i tirely, for it was before thele very hard 


times. One morning he ftept out to fee 


i how an outhoufe which he was thatching 


wenton. He was furprifed to find the 


work at a ftand. He walked over to the . 
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Red thatcher’s houfe. ‘“ Tom,” faid he, “I 
did [} defire that piece.of work may be finifhed 



























eli- fF directly. If a fhower comes my grain 
rike will be fpoiled.”’ “ Indeed, Mafter I fhan’t 
the work to-day, nor to-morrow, neither,”’ 
nds faid Tom. “ You forget that ’tis Hater 
him [| Monday, and to-morrow is Eafter Tuel- ff 
ly: fF day. And fo on Wednefday I fhall thatch 





iom fF away matter. But ’tis hard if a poor BM 
roe — man who works all the year may not en- § 
the f joy thefe few holidays.” 
ng, i 
the FF “ Tom,” faid the farmer, “- when (@ 
up- — thefe days where firft put into our prayer- J 
oke [E book, the good men who did it, little Wm 
af- —F thought that the time would come when f 
ith, ko lvda Ly fhould mean drunken-day. Liow #1 
nd — much dof think now I fhall pay thee for iM 
this piece of thatch?” “ Why you know] 
maiter you have let it tome by the great. fae 
en I think between this and tomorrow night, Fa 
ar as the weather is fo fine, I could clear 
at. about four fhillings, aiter I have pai imy i 
n- boy. But thatching does not come often 
rd § and wer. work is not fo profitable.’’} 
ee — “ Very well, Tom; and how much now} 
ng do you think you may fpend in theie two i 
he holidays?” “ Why maker , if the ale 1S iy 
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. lett from faturdav’s market you will geta [B® 
little cheaper. This I would make my 


i} got no beer mafter, the times are fo hard 


hat 


not expect to get off for lefs than three re 
‘ 


fhillings.”’ ‘Tom can you do pounds, 
fhillings, “ad pence??? “ Ican make a 
little fcore matter behind the kitchen door F 
with a bit of chalk, which is as much as I J! 
want.”? * Well, Tom, add the four fhil- thre 
lings you would have earned to the three hol 
you intend to fpend, what does that 9 
make??? ‘ Let me fee! three and four °° 
make feven. Seven fhillings matter.” 8° 

‘om, you oftentell me the times are by 
fo bad that you can never buy a bit of °°’ 
meat. Now here isthe coft of two joints a 
at once; to fay nothing of the fin of waft. > 
ing time and getting drunk.” I never B”* 
once thoucht of that,” faid Tom. “ Now §*: 
Tom,” faid the farmer, “ if I were you, bf 
I would ilep over to Butcher Jobbins’s, 
buy a fhoulder of mutton, which being 


cé 


“ff * . T 
wife bake in a deep dith full of potatoes. . 
Ci 

L would then goto work, and when the ' 


dinner was ready I would go and enjoy it 
with my wife and children; you need , 
not give the mutton to the children; the 
potatoes will have all the gravy, and be 
very javeey forthem.” “ Aye, but I’ve 
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hat a poor man cat afford to brew a 
drop of drink now as we uled to do.” 


“ Times are bad, and malt is very dear 


Tom, and yet both don’t prevent your 


throwing away feven fhillings in keeping 
holiday. Now fend for a quart of ale, as 
it is to be a feait; and you will even then 


Ibe four fhillings richer than if you had 


cone to the publick houfe. I would put 
by thefe four fhillings, till I could add a 
couple to them; with this I could get a 
bufhel of malt, and my wife fhould brew 
it, and you may take a pint at home of a 
night, which will do you more good than 
a gallon at the Red Lion.” “ I have a 
creat mind to take your advice, matter, 
but I fhail be made fuch fun of at the 
Lion; they will fo laugh at me if I don’t 
go.” Let thofe laugh that win, “bom.” 
“ Byt matter, [have got a friend to meet 
methere.’ “ Then afk your friend to 
come and eat a bit of your cold mutten at 
night, and here is fix-pence for another 
pot, if you will promife to brew a {mall 
calk of yo@r own.” Thank you, malf- 
ter, and fo I will; ? won’t go to the 
Lion. Come bcy, bring the heim, and 
fetch the ladder.” And fo Tom was upon 
the roofin at¥fnkling. 
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f. fe.) 
Th SHEEP SHEARING. 


Dr. Shepherd happened to fay to Far. 
mer white one day, ‘* that there was no. 
thing he difliked more shan the manner 
in which fheep-fhearing and harveit-home 
were kept by fome in his parifh. What, 
faid the good Doétor, juft when we are 
bleit with thele natural riches of our land, 
the fleece of our flocks; when our barns 
are crowned with plenty, and we have 
reaped the fruits of the earth in due fea. 
fon; ig that very time to be fet apart 
for ribaldry, and riot, and drunkennels: 


Do we thank Gop for his mercies by ma. 
king ourfelves unworthy and unfit to en- 
joy them: 


~ 


To RE CONTINUED. 








